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THE BRETHREN EVANGELIST, 


Do We Need a Convention, If so What for f 
Much has bei n said through the Evangelist 
tor and again tit such • council, but almost nothing 
has been said in pointing out in detail the specific 
wantB of the broth* rhood lo be supplied hy the 
work of a convention. Some intimate that a more 
thorough organization is the great want. We 
need, say they, a better Bystem of missionary work, 
&c There is certainly some truth in these state- 
ments, but certainly the great need at this time is 
seen in another work, a work that should be done 
in order to secure well matured fruit Irom our 
missionary labors. We all want to see oar labors 
yielding truit unto the praise of God, culminating 
in the salvation of souls. How can this be done V 
Shall we organize and muster our forces into line 
with the popular churches in our midst ? or shall 
we inaugurate a different work with other methods, 
such as will exalt the Gospel ot Christ above all 
other systems or religious theories ? The Gospel 
has love lor God and man, as the stimulating 
cause of action ; all other institutions have love for 
self, direct or indirect, as the moving cause of all 
they do. That which a man loves best, to it he 
will give his best efforts, now what do we see men 
striving hardest to accomplish ? Is it to do good 
to otneis or to themselves ! By this shall all men 
know that ye are my disciples, if ye have love one 
to another, John 13 : 35. Is this a fact, yes. 
Thou what is the fruit ol love one to another ? Is 
it to neglect the poor that have neither food nor 
shelter, while we luxuriate in the abundance that 
God has given us. We virtually say, all this we 
have gotten ourselves, and our right is to use it to 
suit ourselves ! This will apply as correctly to 
the popular churches as to the world. Go to any 
of onr large cities, or almost any where else, and 
we find the 'poor often in a condition that health 
of body is impossible and health of soul a miracle, 
and all this in the shadow of magnificent churches 
and gorgeous dwellings of church members 'where 
fine sums of money ean be raised for the advance- 
ment of anything that is popular. To relieve' the 
poor can never be popular in the world nor in a 
popular church. 

The Brethren church once relieved their poor 1 
why have they quit it ? Is it because they love 
one another more, or less t 

The church of Christ is a spii tual home for the 
weary ones of earth. Coming to the ohurch of 
Christ is coming to Him who said, come unto me, 
all ye that labor and are heavy laden, and I will 
give you rest. Blessed thought, Christ has rest 
for all who labor and are heavy laden. But what 
is it that gives rest ? It is not idleness, but it is 
proper work, in kind and quantity for all. This 
alone can give rest to any intelligent being: Is 
thi<* what the Brethren church of today is trying 
to do? If so, then let us have a convention to set 
this work in good running order. Then we must 
have co-operation in the physical realm as well as 
in the spiritual. If we first seek and find the 
kingdom of God and his righteousness, that will 
produce gospel co-operation among us in the good 
thing I of earth, because that alone produces that 
love by which all men may know that we are (he 
disciples of Christ. Can any people give evidence 
of their discipleship without love for one another. 
Do our popular churches give proof ol that regin- 
erating power and fruit ot that kingdom. If they 
do, then the spiritual life, power and comfort of 
the Gospel of Christ UU»y be enjoyed without ob- 
serving the external forms of obedience to that 
Gospel. Now this is true or it is false. If true, 
then why our zeal for gospel forms, and what is 
the mission of our church ? Settle this question 
according to our creed brethren, and all cause for 
discussion about open communion and all other 
line questions, will cease at once. 

It appears that some leaders greatly admire the 
work that the popular churches have done and are 
doing. They virtually allow that we may or may 
not respect the teachings of Christ in regard to 
external forms of obedience any performance will 
do for baptism if we call it baptism I Anything 
will do for charity and humilitjpif we so call itt 
Of what use are the forms ot obedience in our 
ohurch, if something else is just as good or bet- 
ter ? Some of us believe that the popular churches 
are and always have been the greatest hindrance 


to the progress of the Gospel of Christ the world 
ever had. True, the devil may dc a work out of 
which God will bring light and truth to men, but 
the fruit of the spirit is peace and righteousness, 
all aglow with love to God and to man, yielding 
fruit to the glory ol God in the world. It feed -> 
the hungry, clothes the naked, supports the falling 
and relieves the distressed in body and in mind. 
Let any church or people put forth all their powers* 
in tbis work, and we will soon see a progress never 
before witnessed in this world. Is this the work 
you wish to inaugurate brethren? If so, do let the 
world know it, and hold a convention soon as pos- 
sible and begin to show your faith by your works. 
There never was a time in the world's history 
more favorable for such a work to begin. May 
the God ot Heaven hasten the day when this work 
shslt begin in earnest. The widow's prayers and 
tears, the orphan's cry, the suffering poor, the cor- 
roding rich and totering age — heaven and earth 
all call for the inauguration of a truly Gospel work 
in the world. 

The church is just what the ministry make it. 
If the ministry seek first their own good, the mem- 
bers of the church will see it, and do likewise. 
But if the ministry are found laboring to relieve 
the poor and downcast, in body and soul, that will 
insure a support to the needy, the ministet i mi id- 
ed. It would, if found necessary, even build fine 
mansions and support colleges, and still observe 
the injunction, "owe no man anything." A vast 
amount of scripture is at hand in support ot the 
above policy. 

One more thought and I am done. In Evan- 
gelist ot Jan. 12th, pn sent volume, the editor, 
in reference to the fears of a brother that the 
church is tending into the grooves of (he popular 
churches. He says, "applying this rule (the rule 
of judging the future by the past'') the lesson uni- 
versally taught by the proceedings of religious 
organizations is, that the tendency has always 
been toward strenuousness, or il liberality. We 
belieye there is no exception to this rule when ap- 
plied to those organizations that haye existed auy 
length of time/' It may- h<- that I failed to get 
the idea intended to he presented. But if I turner- 
stand the above statements, it may be thus slated 
in short, that all religious organizations that have' 
existed any length of time, are today note illiberal 
tbau they were years gone by, is this the fact. 
The Catholic church has for ages been loosening 
her bands. She had to, the same is inn- of Prot- 
estantism. Many are now living that can remem- 
ber the time when the Methodist church ex eluded 
all but her own members Irom her class meetings, 
and turned out of the church, members thereof, for 
continued absence from class meetings without u 
lawful excuse ; the preacher being the judge (fee., &e. 
It is not often that our editor is mistaken, but here 
is certainly one time. The tendency of the Breth- 
ren toward the grooves of the popular churches is 
seen prominently in the work of our Sunday 
schools and in our missionary enterprise, etc. All 
this fosters pride, vanity and selfishness. In our 
popular churches today, a Bible conversion is the 
exception and not the rule. They hold true con- 
version, or the now life in Christ,' in theory, but 
not in fact. They profess Christianity while they 
are just as vain, proud, selfish and unchrist-like as 
any decent man of the world. This Sunday school 
work is the chief source of this superficial and 
Christ-dishonoring Christianity, and here comes 
our Sunday schools nicely into line with those of 
other churches. Certainly if something is not 
done to turn the tide we will be found producing 
the same fruit — the food that develops infidelity. 
May the Lord save us. 

It might be inferred that I am opposed to Sun- 
day schools and to the advance of liberty in the 
ohurch. This is not the fact. I am in favor of 
both, but fully believe that the teaching in many 
Sunday schools is very far from what it should be; 
and believe also, that great care is necessary to 
prevent the advance, in the ohurch, of that liberty 
called for by the carnal mind ; because that is a 
false liberty. The fruitful source of slavery. To 
secure true liberty, should be the chief work of 
the ohurch ; in God through Christ alone it ia 
found. The popular Sunday school work certainly 
gives to the church a bogus article in that line, 


and to that extent, supercede" the genuine. To 
find proof ot this, we have only tn take in the phi- 
losophy of the Go -i pel of Christ, and apply it to 
the so-called Christian world of today. We find 
get at ml v in ice- of liberty in the churches and in 
the world, but it is the liberty found borne on the 
wings ol death. 

D-. White. 


Why Canon Parrar Signed The Pledge. 
Clergyman of the English Establishment have 
been so slow to accept the American ' theory — that 
is, total abstinence—like the following opinion of 
the distinguished archdeacon of Westminster has 
all the more weight. 

"My reason for taking the pledge were partly 
general and partly special. First. I became con- 
vinced that the use of alcohol in any form was not 
a necessity. I saw that whole nations had lived 
and flourished without it I believed that the 
Wfcota face of man had existed for centuries previous 
to its discovery, I was struck by the indisputable 
fact that in England 20,000 inhabitants of our 
prisons, accustomed to it all their lives, and the 
majority of them brought into prison directly by 
the use of it, could be, and were, from the moment 
of their imprisonment, absolutely deprived of it, 
not only without loss, but entire gain to their per- 
sonal health. Men enter prison sickly and blight- 
ed, are deprived of drink, and leave prison strong 
and hale ; and women who when incarcerated are 
hideous to look upon, after being madecompulsori- 
ly Bober by act of parlameut, recover the bloom of 
health, and almost of beauty." 

"Next, I derived from the recorded testimony 
of some ot our moat eminent physicians that the 
use ot alcohol ia a subtle and manifold source, ot dis- 
ease, to thousands who use it in quantities conven- 
tionally deemed moderate ; and from the testimony 
even of many who discountenance total abstinence. 
that all the young, and all the healthy, and all 
who eat well and sleep well, do not require it and 
are better without it. .Then the carefully-drawn 
statistics of many insurance societies convinced 
me that total abstinence, so tar from shortening 
life, distinctively and indisputably conduces to 
longevity. Then I accumulated evidences that 
drink is K far from being requisite to physical 
strength or intellectual force, that many of the 
greatest athletes, from the days of Samson onward, 
'whose (brink was only of the crystal brook,' have 
achieved without alcohol mightier feasts than those 
which have been achieved with it ; and many of the 
world's wisest, even if they have not, said Pindar, 
have yet drawn out a better inspiration from other 
sources than can be drawn chemically from the 
fumes ol wine." 

"Seeing all which, and much more — seeing too, 
in the Holy Scriptures, God's own approval of his 
Nazar ites, who, as the prophet Jeremiah tells us, 
were purer than snow, — 'They were whiter than 
milk, they were more ruddy in body than rubies, 
their polishing was ot sapphire,'— I saw, or 
thought I saw, grounds sufficient, and superfluous- 
ly sufficient, to make me an abstainer." 


The Lord with fit affliction will 

Correct the children of his love ; 
He doth himself their Father still 
By his most wise corrections prove. 

— Ctotten Mathe): 

A vacillating walk, a backwardness to take a 
bold and decided line, a readiness to comform to 
the world, a hesitating witness for Christ, a linger- 
ing tone for religion — all thetie make up a sure 
recipe for bringing a blight upon the garden of 
your soul. — Bishop Ryle. 

Whatever tends to make us think much of our 
poor selves also destroys the spirituality of our 
mind. You cannot Berve God and self too. Choose 
you thiB day. therefore, in whose service you will 
employ your energies and devote your life. It is 
self, the devil will keep you ; if to Christ, your re- 
ward shall be righteousness and peace. 

Believing is like breathing. As soon as you 
atop to see whether you are breathing, or how you 
are breathing, or whether you really have any 
breath, instantly the act of breathing becomes hard. 
Breath right on ! Drink in the fresh air ! Don't 
bother about how you breath. Only be sure you 
are breathing the right kind of an atmosphere. 


